INDIA,  PAKISTAN  AND  KASHMIR                  297

greatness and goodness from which the whole world can
derive a lesson and light in its prevailing darkness,
Delhi Diary, p.  140

Kashmir

Neither the Maharajasaheb in Kashmir nor His
Exalted Highness the Nizam had any authority to accede
to either Dominion, without the known consent of their
people. This was, so far as he knew, made clear in the
case of Kashmir. If the Maharaja alone had wanted to
accede, Gandhiji could not defend such accession. The
accession was provisionally agreed to by the Union
Government because both the Maharaja and Sheikh
Abdulla, speaking for the people of Kashmir and Jammix,
wanted it. Sheikh Abdulla came on the scene because
he claimed to represent the people of Kashmir and
Jammu, not merely the Muslims but the whole of the
people.

He had heard whispers that Kashmir could be divi-
ded into two parts, Jammu going to the Hindus   and
Kashmir to the Muslims. He could not think of such
divided loyalties and splitting up of Indian States into
so many parts. He hoped, therefore, that wisdom would
rule all India and an ugly situation would be avoided
without delay if only for the sake of the lakhs of Indians
who felt compelled to become helpless refugees.
(From post-prayer speech at Delhi on 11-11-47)
Delhi Diary\ pp. 163-64